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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 

Bloor Homes is applying to North Hertfordshire District Council (NHDC) for outline planning 
permission for the Brickkiln development.  The site location and site boundary are shown on 
Figure 1.1 and Figure 1.2.   
 
An outline application for residential led mixed use development comprising of up to 1,000  
dwellings, a Primary School, Local Centre, formal sports facilities (including playing pitch and 
children’s play area), green infrastructure (to link to Putteridge Bury Historic Park and 
Gardens) and associated infrastructure.  Primary vehicle access into the site will be from 
Crawley Green Road, with additional access from Eaton Green Road. 
 
This document is an Environmental Statement (ES).  It reports the findings of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process that has been undertaken for the planning 
application.  The ES identifies and evaluates the potentially significant environmental 
impacts (whether beneficial or adverse) that may occur during construction and following 
completion of the development.  Where appropriate, it identifies the measures which are 
intended to avoid, reduce and compensate for predicted significant adverse effects on the 
environment (hereafter referred as ‘mitigation measures’).  
 
 
 
1.2 STRUCTURE OF THIS DOCUMENT  

1.2.1 Format of the Environmental Statement  

The ES comprises three main volumes together with a Non Technical Summary (NTS) which 
provides a summary of the impact assessments.  
 

• Non Technical Summary – this is presented separately to the main ES with the 
text only presented in this document.   

• Volume 1 (this document) – provides the ES main text including all the technical 
impact assessment chapters.   

• Volume 2a & b – presents the appendices and supporting information to the 
impact assessment chapters. 

 
All of the ES documents are available in hard copy and electronic (pdf) formats (refer to 
Section 1.8).   
 
 
1.2.2 Volume 1 and 2 Contents 

This ES has been co-ordinated and produced by NJL Consulting together with an 
experienced team of technical specialists who have undertaken the impact assessments as 
set out in Table 1.1.   
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Table 1.1  Environmental Statement Structure  
Volume 1 
Chapter  Title  Lead Author Volume 2 

Appendix 
Chapter 1  
 

Introduction  NJL Consulting - 

Chapter 2 
 

EIA Approach and Methodology NJL Consulting A 

Chapter 3 
 

The Proposed Development NJL Consulting 
 

- 

Chapter 4  
 

Community and Social PACEC   B 

Chapter 5 
 

Landscape and Visual Faulks, Perry, Culley and Rech 
(FPCR) 

C 

Chapter 6 
 

Ecology FPCR D 

Chapter 7 
 

Cultural Heritage and Archaeology  Cotswold Archaeology 
 

E 

Chapter 8 
 

Agriculture and Soils Reading Agricultural 
 

- 

Chapter 9 Ground Conditions Bureau Veritas 
 

F 

Chapter 10 Transport David Tucker Associates 
 

- 

Chapter 11 Noise 
 

Bureau Veritas G 

Chapter 12 
 

Air Quality Bureau Veritas  H 

Chapter 13 Hydrology and Water Resources Bureau Veritas 
 

J 

Chapter 14 
 

Summary of Impacts and Mitigation  NJL Consulting - 

 
 
 
1.3 REQUIREMENT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA) 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is a procedure required under the terms of the 
European Union Directive 85/337/EEC on the assessment of the effects on certain public 
and private projects on the environment (subsequently amended by Directive 97/11/EC).  
Article 2 of the Directive requires that:  
 
‘Member States shall adopt all measures necessary to ensure that, before consent is given, 
projects likely to have significant effects on the environment by virtue, inter alia, of their 
nature, size or location are made subject to a requirement for development consent and an 
assessment with regard to their effects.’ 
 
Article 8 then requires that: 
 
‘The results of consultations and information gathered pursuant to [the EIA procedure] must 
be taken into consideration in the development consent procedure.’ 
 
The EIA Directive is enacted into UK legislation through The Town and Country Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 1999 (the EIA 
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Regulations) as amended.  The EIA Regulations include Schedule 1 developments for which 
an EIA is mandatory and Schedule 2 developments for which an EIA may be required 
depending upon criteria including the nature and scale of potential environmental effects and 
the sensitivity of the receiving environment as set out in Schedule 3 of the EIA Regulations. 
 
The proposed development falls under Schedule 2 of the EIA Regulations for  
 
‘Infrastructure projects where the area of development exceeds 0.5 hectares’ specifically that 
the proposals relate to ‘urban development projects’.   
 
It should be noted that the site location does not fall within or directly impact upon an area 
considered as ‘sensitive’ under the EIA Regulations.  However, in view of the nature and 
scale of the proposed development, it is considered that there is potential for significant 
environmental effects to occur. 
 
 
 
1.4 EIA SCOPING 

Scoping is not a mandatory requirement of the EIA Regulations, but is seen as good 
practice.  The purpose of scoping is to ensure that the environmental studies undertaken 
during the EIA provide all the relevant information on the likely significant environmental 
effects of the project and the potentially significant impacts are ‘scoped in’ for consideration 
(see Chapter 2 for details). 
 
The scope of the EIA has been informed by the conclusions of the Scoping Opinions 
received for two previous schemes as detailed in Section 2.2 of the ES.  The scoping 
information was distributed by NHDC to statutory consultees, technical officers at the 
councils and other relevant organisations as part of the scoping consultation process.  
Further details are presented in Appendix A1 and Section 2.2.   
 
 
 
1.5 CHECKLIST FOR ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENTS 

Schedule 4 of the EIA Regulations presents a list of information required for inclusion in 
Environmental Statements.  Table 1.2 identifies where and how this information has been 
included or addressed for Brickkiln. 
 
 

Table 1.2  Information for Inclusion in Environmental Statements
Schedule 4 Requirement Where Addressed in ES
1.  A description of the development comprising 
information on the site, design and size of the 
development.  
 

Chapter 3 presents information on the site, the size 
and design of the development and nature of the 
application.   
 

2.  A description of the measures envisaged in order 
to avoid, reduce and, if possible remedy significant 
adverse effects.  

Mitigation measures are presented in the fifth section 
of each of the technical chapters.   
 



NJL CONSULTING                                                                                                                                                                   ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT 

1 - 4 

 
 
 

A summary of the mitigation measures and their 
means of delivery is presented in Chapter 14 of the 
ES.   
 

3.  The data required to identify and assess the main 
effects which the development is likely to have on the 
environment.  
 
 
 

Chapters 3 presents a detailed description of the 
development.   
 
Baseline information pertaining to each topic scoped 
into the ES is presented in the fourth section of each of 
the technical chapters.   
 

4.  An outline of the main alternatives studied by the 
applicant and an indication of the main reasons for 
his choice taking into account the environmental 
effects.  
 

This is presented in Chapter 3 of the ES.   

5.  A non-technical summary of the information 
provided under paragraphs 1 to 4.   
 

A separate non-technical summary is provided as part 
of the ES and Planning Application.   

 
 
 
1.6 THE PLANNING APPLICATION 

The outline planning application consists of a number of supporting documents in addition to 
the Environmental Statement: 
 

• Supporting Planning Statement, which summarises the objectives of the proposed 
development.  This provides a concise summary of the housing assessment work and 
justifies why the proposal constitutes appropriate development in the Green Belt; 

• Red line plan, which defines the site boundary; 

• Combined Parameter plan together with an Illustrative Masterplan which defines the 
framework for the outline application and within which future detailed Reserved Matters 
Applications would need to conform; 

• A Design and Access Statement, which sets out the principles of layout, design and 
access arrangements for the scheme; 

• Transport Assessment which identifies the potential changes in traffic arising from the 
proposed development and the measures taken to promote accessibility including a 
public transport strategy; 

• A Flood Risk Assessment (FRA), stating the measures taken to ensure that the 
development is safe and resilient from flooding and that the development does not 
increase the risk of flooding elsewhere.  The FRA is presented in Appendix J1 of the 
ES; 

• Sustainability Statement which identifies how the proposal accords with national, 
regional and local sustainability objectives; 

• A Statement of Community Involvement which provides details of the public 
consultation undertaken for the proposed development. 
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1.7 ES AVAILABILITY 

Copies of this ES (three volumes) together with all the planning application documents will 
be made available for inspection at the following location:  
 
North Hertfordshire District Council  
Council Offices 
Gernon Road 
Letchworth Garden City 
Hertfordshire  
SG6 3JF 
 
Details of the application and electronic copies of the document will also be made available 
on NHDC website www.north-herts.gov.uk 
 
Comments on the ES and outline planning application should be addressed to Karen Allen, 
Planning Department, NHDC at the above address.  
 
 
 
1.8 FURTHER COPIES OF THE ES AND NTS  

Copies of the accompanying Non Technical Summary (NTS) are available free of charge. 
 
Hard copies of the full ES (three volumes) can be purchased for a cost of £75 and electronic 
versions on CD are £5.  For a copy of either the NTS or ES please contact NJL Consulting 
on the details below: 
 
NJL Consulting 
Adamson House 
Towers Business Park 
Wilmslow Road 
Manchester  
M20 2YY 
 
Tel: 0845 362 8202  
Email: info@njlconsulting.co.uk  




